THE     ABBEY     OF    JOY

There is no doubt that every woman would seek to
be apparelled in such costumes, but for the incon-
veniences of poverty and of transport in modern
vehicles.   As for the dress of the men in the Order,
it is of less importance, since men have abandoned
emulation with women in beauty and magnificence.
Enough to say that it was every bit as fine, and there
was such a sympathy between the gallants and the
ladies that every day they were apparelled in the same
livery ; and that they might not miss, certain gentle-
men were appointed to tell the youths every morning
what vestments the ladies would wear on that day;
for all was done according to the pleasure of the
ladies.   In spite of all this splendour, no time was
wasted in dressing, for the masters of the robes had
all the raiments ready every morning, and the cham-
bermaids were so skilled that in a trice the ladies
would  be  dressed  completely from head  to  foot.
About the wood of Theleme was built a row of houses,
very neat and cleanly, where lived the goldsmiths,
jewellers, embroiderers, tailors, weavers, and other
craftsmen, skilled each at his own trade and supplied
with stuff by Lord Nausiclete, who every year brought
seven ships from the Pearl and Cannibal Islands,
laden with gold, raw silk, pearls and precious stones.
If one of the gallants wished to leave the Abbey,
he carried along with him one of the ladies, namely
her whom he had already chosen as his mistress, and
they were married together, and if they had lived at
Theleme in good devotion and amity they continued
so to live to even greater height in their estate of
matrimony, entertaining that mutual love till the very
last day of their lives.

The pious Founder of the Order had observed with
singular penetration that men who are free, well-